
an obsession with
detail that surpasses

all others

of three
dimensional space that

surpasses all others

Architecture...

collaborative...

aided by the...

and despite...

that obsession
with detail...

is guided
by the...

target-focussed
managers...

towards...

a...

which fits
the...

problem-focussed
engineer...

by a proceeding...

not circular...

but spiralling
towards...

a solution...

extensive
and ambiguous

terrain...

not linear...

Resourceful Architect 2011
"An incomplete capacity grid that is fulfilled 

by the multiplicitudinous capacities of others 
and thus is enabled to orchestrate the 

Practice & Art of Architecture"

"the Architect earns his 
fee in the first five minutes only to spend

the rest of the project doing less well what others do 
better in order to be paid"

John Partridge CBE RIBA RA 1984

T H E   R E S O U R C E F U L   A R C H I T E C T

A Proposition

The Architect - Consultant for the Built Environment
If I am to become a "facilitator of the holistic building process",

I must understand the constituent disciplines.
I must spend my time doing well what other professions do less well

and be properly paid properly for my overhead.

 A Conceiver 
Who Knows 

How to Make
The Resourceful 

Architect

Master Mason
A Maker Who 
Knows How To 
Conceive

Marc-Antoine Laugier -
The Primitive Hut 

Abbot Suger -
Abbey of St. Denis

Inigo Jones -
The Queen’s House

Sir John Vanburgh -
Castle Howard

Isambard Kingdom Brunel -
Clifton Suspension Bridge

Joseph Paxton - Palm House

Enric Miralles -
Scottish Parliament

Renzo Piano/Richard Rogers -
Centre Pompidou

Foster and Partners/HOK -
Wembley Stadium

Foster and Partners -
The Sage Gateshead

Populus - 
2012 Olympic Stadium

Zaha Hadid - Maxxi, Rome

Frank Gehry - Guggenheim Bilbao

Wilford Schupp Arkitekten - 
British Embassy, Berlin

The Resourceful Architect...
sells lifestyles … broadens vision … sympathizes widely … technologises 
artistic emotions … applies singular thought as the creative guide … 
facilitates commercial enterprise and communal undertaking … in the 
service of Society … synthesizes the complexity of space, expression and 
form … integrates Context, Routes, Environments, Groupings & 
Interfaces … not ignoring Water, Access, Gas, Sewerage, Electricity & 
Telecommunications … nor defying Engineering … balances 
development … reconciles academic "Art" with technological "non-Art" … 
manages compromise … interprets briefs & needs … in order to 
communicate Passion*

*acknowledgements to:
Andrew Saint, Renzo Piano, Ayn Rand, Ivor Smith, Felix Candela, James Stirling, James 
Burland, Sam Price

THE ARCHITECT’S ENDEAVOUR THE RESOURCEFUL ARCHITECT

is a Consultant 
for the Built Environment

who understands proficiently
to conceive, orchestrate & conduct

the design and,
God being in the details*,

voluntarily & with deliberate intent
calls forth from all others

attention, commitment & passion
in service to & support of 

the role of the building owner
in Society

*acknowledgement to:
Mies van der Rohe

Pay me well to do what only I do well, then I will 
facilitate others to do what they do better
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